
I arrived at transfer orientation nervous and hopeful; ready to try 

out school number two. The deputy dean of the college, in referring 

to our budding relationship with Brown, told the new students, “This 

time, it’s love.” It was a welcoming, supportive thing to say. It started 

off my transition on a positive note, and it got even better from 

there. At Brown, transferring, graduating mid-year, and many other 

opportunities to do things a little differently are welcomed. 

 

 One of the greatest ways that Brown has helped us grow is to 

encourage us to place less emphasis on what other people think of 

us. Of course, it isn’t only Brown that helped with this. Our parents 

supported us too. I’d like to pause for a moment to allow this graduating 

class to acknowledge a parent, relative, teacher, friend, or anyone who 

supported our decision to deviate from the conventional path through 

college. Let’s give them a round of applause!

 

As December graduates, we have all had to answer questions: “Why 

are you graduating mid-year?” “Are you graduating early?” “Are you 

graduating late?” “Did you take a semester off?”

 

 As a transfer student, the questions continue: “You transferred?” “Why 

did you transfer?” “Did you hate your old school?” At first, I struggled to 

respond because the answers were complicated and hard to explain in 

just a sentence. Being constantly asked questions forced me to become 
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more comfortable with the idea that some people might not understand 

or agree with the choices I make. 
 

Other students and faculty at Brown continue to help us become 

comfortable with this idea. The people I have come across here are 

open and encouraged us to take a less conventional path. This was true 

from the beginning. I arrived at Brown in January 2009 as a junior. The 

first years were Brown veterans compared to me. Still, I was welcomed 

and didn’t feel strange for arriving late. Instead, I felt excited that I 

had found a place where people found me interesting. At Brown, our 

unconventional choices have made people want to get to know us. Here, 

our choices make us feel celebrated. 

 

Other midyear graduates, those of us who didn’t transfer, also made 

unconventional decisions that they are often asked to explain. “Why 

take time away from Brown?” “Why graduate after many of your friends 

have left?” We risk entering the job market at a different time in the 

year. We risked being at Brown without many of our friends for our 

final semester. One of the costs of transferring seemed to me to be that I 

wouldn’t have the typical four-year experience. Yet once I got to Brown, 

I realized that people here value making the most of an experience, 

whether it be only two years at Brown or, taking some extra time to 

explore. 

 

Some of us had even greater challenges.  For some students, the goal of 
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taking time off was to get healthy enough to come back to a place that 

we loved. 
 

At Brown, we call midyear graduates “.5ers.” The fact that there’s a 

name for us, that we’re celebrated, that we have our own graduation 

with President Simmons, signifies something. There is an acceptance on 

the part of the Brown community that not everyone is going to graduate 

exactly four years from when we started. There is no “wrong” semester 

to graduate here. This is part of what makes Brown a great place to try 

new things.

 

Some of us .5ers took our time off to learn by doing. One of us worked 

on a farm in France, another taught at a school in rural Ghana. These 

students took time away from the Brown “bubble” and came back to 

Brown energized and full of purpose, ready to think critically and ask 

questions. Another volunteered on the Obama campaign. When these 

students returned to school, their academic experiences were enriched 

because practical experience and theory were intertwined.

 

Once back at Brown, our extra time has given us the opportunity to form 

close bonds with Brown faculty. One professor said that she preferred 

teaching a class with students who had taken time off because we bring 

a variety of perspectives to the classroom. Adults at Brown help create 

a community here. Jose, who swipes cards in the dining hall, greets us 
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enthusiastically whenever we go to the Ratty. Dave Binder comes back 

every year to sing for us during spring weekend.
 

And last spring semester, we were able to fully enjoy being at Brown 

because we didn’t have to frantically look for jobs with the rest of our 

friends, who were graduating. 

 

Having been at Brown and having been empowered to take risks will 

surely serve us well in the future. As .5ers, we had an extra summer to 

explore our interests. During my extra summer I interned with Michelle 

Rhee, the former chancellor of the D.C. Public Schools. I experienced 

first-hand how important it is to be willing to take chances. Had 

Michelle Rhee been concerned with being well received, she never 

would have created an innovative teacher’s contract that would attract 

excellent teachers to D.C. Public Schools.

 

We have so many opportunities here to try new things. I am 

comfortable giving this speech because I am currently taking a 

persuasive communication course. The popularity of the persuasive 

communication class shows how important it is for Brown students to 

find their voices and speak out. Over the past four months, our class 

became comfortable not only with speaking, but also with the power 

of sharing personal stories and perspectives. Other students may have 

found their voices through mock trial or writing for the Brown Daily 

Herald.  
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Beginning today, this graduating class inherits an increasingly complex 

and demanding world. Many of the issues that we face can be addressed 

using the values that Brown has helped instill in us. Learning to take 

risks and learning to value community will help us as we move on from 

Brown.   

 

As mid-year graduates, we have used the opportunities that Brown has 

offered us to grow and change, and we are lucky that the spirit of our 

school embraced our choices along the way.

 

Through the support of Brown, and our families, we have all taken 

chances. 

 

Now, as our graduation is finally here, we know that whether it’s in 

Ghana or volunteering on a campaign, both away from Brown and here 

on campus, we will bring our adventurous spirits with us. And when we 

think back to Brown, we’ll think “love”. 
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